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Members Present     Members Not Present 
Jay Walsh      Robert Workman  
Dennis Reidy      Yaser Elkayyal  
Christine Obbagy     Paul Spass 
Dino Sanfillippo      Mark Wendling      
Richard Osty      Diane Galante  
Jim Fuentes 

Staff  Present 
       Patrick Hoban, Economic Development Mgr. 
       Kathy Congreve, Commission Secretary   
       
             
              
Dino Sanfillippo called the June 11, 2018 Economic & Commercial Commission meeting to order at 
6:36p.m. Chairman Walsh was running late and approval of the agenda and minutes were delayed. 
 
MainStreet Welcome: 
Dino recapped the merger of the MainStreet Commission with the Economic Commercial Commission and 
introductions were made.  
 
Introduction of Guests: 
Chuck and Eric Freiberg, of CDE Collision Centers and Russ Rydin, of the South Suburban Land Bank 
Development Authority. 
 
Business Breakfast Update: 
Patrick gave an update on the Business Breakfast in Jay’s absence. He stated that it was a better turnout 
than years before. He asked that if anyone had suggestions for improvement or for speakers, to let him 
know. 
 
New Bremen TIF: 
The TIF request got passed; it will open the door for lots of projects. 
 
Oak Park Avenue Playbook: 
Grants were approved and are now available. Patrick talked about the Springford Hall getting sub-divided. 
He also stated there were vacant units down by Cuzins. Two new planners are on staff and are focusing on 
the Legacy Code. Russ Rydin chimed in and explained some ways the village could deal with vacant or 
abandoned buildings. 
 
Economic Development Update: 
Patrick reviewed some of the active projects, stating that talk on the South Street project is back and is 
expected to be done in phase. He also discussed the Bremen Station and Banging Gavel. Two Men and A 
Truck and Airy’s reclassifications were approved. 
 
Staff Report: 
The accreditation visit took place and they gave Patrick some good solid feedback. There was some talk 
about getting the Economic Development Strategic Plan updated to realign more with the current goals. 
Three of the developers for the Mental Health Center were interviewed. They’ll most likely will go through 
a RFP process. All three have experience with clean-up.  



Staff is still working with the Chicago Southland Interstate Alliance (partnership with Orland Park and 
Mokena). The accreditation people want to see us take a more active role in marketing vacant land to 
businesses.  
 
Cook County Reclassification: 
Patrick hopes to have something by the end of the month specifically for the area of 183rd and Harlem and 
the Kmart property. 
 
Village Budget: 
Patrick discussed the Village Budget and the monies designated for the ECC.  
 
Minutes and Agenda Approval: 
Chairman Walsh arrived and there was a motion made by Richard Osty, seconded by Jim Fuentes, to 
approve the minutes from the April 9, 2018 ECC meeting; motion carried. There was a motion made by 
Dennis Reidy, seconded by Jim Fuentes, to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting; motion carried.  
 
Collision Damage Experts: 
Chuck Freiberg, the owner of CDE, gave a presentation about his business. He’s looking at opening another 
location in Tinley Park on Duvan Drive at the Mr. G’s location. He’s requesting a reclassification from a 
Class 5 to a Class 7. To qualify it must be a blighted area, which it is. It will enhance that corner on 175th 
& Harlem and provide new employment opportunities. Dennis Reidy made a motion to recommend that 
we approve the reclassification, Christine Obbagy seconded. All were in favor; motion carried. 
 
South Suburban Land Bank: 
Russ Rydin from the SSLB Development Authority spoke about what they do. They are an 
intergovernmental agency working with different member municipalities to help redevelop distressed 
properties. These can be something that people walk away from or no longer want to pay the taxes on. The 
properties can be donated to the land bank and from there they will wipe out the back taxes or mortgages 
to assist in bringing an area back to life. A village board member would work with Russ’ organization and 
therefore would maintain control over their actions. To take advantage of these benefits the village would 
simply need to pass and sign an agreement that allows the Authority to work in the village. There is no 
liability and no cost or financial tie-ins to the village. 
Patrick was looking for the commission to approve the village joining the Land Bank and use it as a tool to 
clean up some of the village properties already needing something like this. A commissioner mentioned 
that Pat Rea was not in favor of this and another commissioner was concerned as to what his reasons were 
at the time. He also wanted to get Brad Bettenhausen’s review of this and hear the other side because it 
sounds too good to be true. Jim Fuentes made a motion to approve the village joining; there were no 
seconds. Jay Walsh made a motion to further explore and discuss, getting a little more background and 
detail. It will be put on the agenda as an item for discussion next time. All were in favor. 
 
Trustee Report – Trustee Berg was not in attendance.  
 
Comments from the Public – none 
 
There was a motion made by Jim Fuentes and seconded by Dennis Reidy, to adjourn the meeting. Vote by 
voice call. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 8:18 p.m. 

 
 
 


